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Eric Lambright, Principal Christy Meredith, Assistant Principal
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July 27, 2021

Dear Overland Trail Families,

We hope this message finds you and your family well. We are very excited to get
back to a more traditional school year for 21-22. We learned a lot from our year
of online and hybrid learning, and we will incorporate these learnings throughout
the year and beyond.  The following are a few of the learnings we will be
implementing.

-Teams in each grade level.  We will have two four-person teaching teams for each grade.  Each
team will serve roughly 90 students.  Smaller learning communities allow for stronger
relationships for all.

-Backpacks in place of lockers.  To avoid the stress of stuck lockers and forgotten items once in
class, we will be allowing students to carry their backpacks from class to class.

-Physical and Health Education (PHE).  All students will have it for a semester, and the vast
majority of our students will have it all year long.

-Passing periods.  Students will be passing by grade-level teams under the supervision of their
teachers.  Restroom breaks will occur during a class period, with a given class having a
designated restroom time separate from other classes.

-Lunch and lunch recess.  We have extended our lunch period to 50 minutes.   This will allow for
a comfortable lunch for our students versus getting all students fed and recessed in 30 minutes.
We will also have our students in teams for lunch, with one team beginning in the cafeteria and
the other at recess.

-End of day staggered dismissal.  We will end our day with students dismissing by grade and
accompanied by their teachers, roughly two minutes apart. This will allow us to avoid crowded
hallways and have a calm experience as we close out the day.



Registration, If you haven’t done so already, please register your student for the
upcoming year.  You will be able to edit student/family information in Infinite
Campus and settle any fees. In addition, you may access the OTMS website
(www.overland.sd27j.org) for school supply lists, athletic forms, district calendar,
free and reduced lunch applications, and important school information.

The first day of school for our sixth graders is Tuesday, August 10.  The first
day for seventh and eighth graders is Wednesday, August 11 (the second day
for sixth grade).  School hours are from 8:30 AM to 4:32 PM.  Students are not to
arrive at school before 8:10 AM; OTMS provides student supervision at this time.

Student Schedules, sixth graders will meet their advisory teacher between the
flag pole and our front doors in the courtyard.  Teachers will have their class lists
posted on the courtyard windows. Seventh and eighth graders will meet their
advisory teachers on the south and west of our building—seventh graders by the
modular and eighth graders near our football field. All advisory teachers will be
calling their advisory rosters before the first day to make a connection and
confirm logistics for the first day of school :). Students can also view their
schedule through Infinite Campus beginning on August 6th.

Please mark your family calendars for Thursday, August 19, for
Back-To-School-Night, from 5:00 to 6:30 PM. You will be able to meet your
student’s teachers in an informal and relaxed atmosphere. This is always a great
time for all!

Please take the time to register your student. You will have the opportunity to
update personal information, including your email address, which is of great
importance as we continue to communicate to our families electronically. If you
cannot register your student and would like some assistance, stop by the office
between 9:30 AM to 3:30 PM beginning on August 3rd. Please call the school
office at 303-655-4000 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Eric Lambright Christy Meredith
Principal Assistant Principal

https://ic.sd27j.org/campus/portal/brighton.jsp
http://www.overland.sd27j.org

